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Poet laureate dies 
Mona Van Duyn, a 1942 graduate of Iowa 
Stale Teachers College and the first female poet 
laureate, died Dec. 2 at her St. Louis home. She 
was 83. 
After graduating from ISTC, Van Duyn, a 
native of Eldora, attended the University of Iowa's 
Writers' Workshop and received a master's degree 
from the University of Iowa. 
She wrote nine volumes of poetry. Among 
her works are "Valentines to the Wide World," 
in 1959, "A Time of Bees" in 1964, "To See, To 
Take," which won the National Book Award for 
Poetry in 1971, and "Letters From a Father and 
Other Poems" in 1992. In 1991, she won the 
Pulitzer Prize and in 1992, the Library Congress 
selected her to serve as United States poet laureate, 
the first woman to be chosen. 
She also received the Carl Sandburg Prize 
of Cornell College in 1982 and Guggenheim 
fellowship in 1972. She also taught at the 
University of Louisville (Ky.) and Washington 
University in St. Louis. 
1\vo rears ago "Selected Poems" was 
published. Her 1992 "Firefall' remains in print. 
